33O        THe Science of Happiness

we think that beings like Jesus Christ, Buddha,
Zarathustra, or Saint Francis of Assisi were
born in environments filled with vice and moral
corruption, we feel almost dazzled by the idea of
those who will come into the world as products
of our more and more social and altruistic civil-
isation. The action of these highly gifted souls
has deeply impressed human beings and has
changed their lives and their ideals. A few more
personalities of this elevation of mind and of
heart, and our moral conceptions will rise many
degrees. According to Herbert Spencer, human
evolution will some day lead us to such a height,
that moral conduct will be instinctive and will
dispense with all constraint. After all, moral
life, with its endless extent, lends itself better to
change than do certain physiological peculiarities.
Yet Burbank has succeeded in growing cacti
without thorns and plums without stones. Have
we not now numerous varieties of thornless roses?
Let us have faith in the triumph of men who will
know how to rid themselves some day of the pre-
tences which destroy the joy of living.

Teachers of cecological botany show us how,
under the influence of Alpine or Polar climates,
annuals are transformed into biennial or perennial
species. What will men develop into under the